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Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the International search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the irtternational search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
^ Authority (Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 
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I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
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furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 
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the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form Is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
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Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of Invention Is lacking (see Box II). 



With regard to the title, 

pr| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
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5. With regard to the abstract, 

Pr| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
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' — • within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



I I as suggested by the applicant. None of the figures. 

I I because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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I El Basis of the report 
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I. Basis of th r port 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70.17)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -29 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure In 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



Claims, No.: 



1-18 



with telefax of 



09/08/2001 
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(Any replacement sheet containing suet) amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-18 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1 -1 8 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-18 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY international application No. PCT/USOO/1 691 8 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



Independent claims 1 and 1 1 define granular detergent compositions comprising 
detergent granules coated with a mixture of an anionic surfactant and a hydrotrope. 

According to the applicants' submissions in a fax dated 9 August 2001 , the anionic 
surfactant and the hydrotrope synergistically cooperate in such a manner as to provide 
enhanced solubility of the detergent composition. 

No disclosure can be found in the available prior art documents of detergent granules 
coated with a mixture of an anionic surfactant and a hydrotrope. 

Nor do these documents contain any technical information which might render 
foreseeable the technical success claimed to have been achieved by the applicants. 
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